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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
The remarks filed on January 26, 2007 has been considered but is ineffective to place the 
application in condition for allowance and an action on the merits follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 14, 15, 17, 19, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Inoue (4,4 14,028). With regard to claims 14 and 20, Inoue discloses a method for pressing a 
ceramic stacked layer structure (col. 3, lines 1-5) comprising the steps of: laterally holding 
sidewalls of a die at a predetermined position on a die base using a plurality of thrust 
mechanisms (fig. 1), wherein the die (2d) has a bottom plate and sidewalls forming a recess for 
receiving the ceramic layered structure (2a, 2b, c2c); and vertically pressing the ceramic layered 
structure in the recess between the bottom plate and a top die and while applying lateral force via 
the plurality of thrust mechanisms (Abstract; fig. 1) on the outer faces of the sidewalls in 
horizontal directions (6a, 6b) toward the recess (fig. 1) simultaneously. 

With regard to claim 15, Inoue discloses the thrust mechanisms are attached to the die 

base. 
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With regard to claim 17, Inoue discloses the bottom plate and sidewalls to be integral. 

With regard to claim 19, Inoue discloses four thrust mechanisms (Abstract). 

With regard to claim 22, Inoue discloses wherein the sidewalls of an entire perimeter of 
the die are laterally held by the thrust mechanisms (fig. 1) and the lateral force is applied to the 
entire perimeter of the die while vertically pressing the layered structure (Abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16, 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inoue (4,414,028) alone or in view of Mori et al. (5,370,760). Inoue does not disclose the 
bottom plate and sidewalls to be discrete components. It would have been obvious at the time of 
the invention to one having ordinary skill in the art to construct Inoue die bottom plate and 
sidewalls of discrete components, because constructing formerly integral structure in various 
elements involves only routine skill in the art. See Nerwin v. Erlicnman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 

Additionally Inoue does not disclose placing the stacked layer structure into the recess in 
the die and transporting the die. 

Moreover, Mori teaches in a similar art, the method of pressing a ceramic "green sheets" 
stacked layer wherein a die is constructed of discrete bottom plate, sidewalls and top plate (14, 
17; fig. 5) wherein the bottom plate has a step formed at it's periphery and the sidewalls are 
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fitted to the step (fig. 5). Mori teaches this construction so as to efficiently place the ceramic 
material in the die and them move the die to the die base as to facilitate efficiently pressing of the 
ceramic material. Because, the references are from a similar art and deal with a similar problem, 
i.e. pressing a ceramic stacked layer it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to 
the skilled artisan to construct Inoue's integral die of discrete components as taught by Mori to 
transport the die to the dies base and for efficient compressing of the stacked layer. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed January 26, 2007 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Due to the new ground(s) of rejection noted above this Office Action is made non-Final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shelley Self whose telephone number is 571-272-4524. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on 571-272-4419. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,975 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3725 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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